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supremacy or surrender her political supremacy. History
teaches that one of the two must happen. If this is so, an
unpleasant experience is in store for her : she will appreciate
to the full the historical fact that two great heroes cannot
stand together.
The struggle extends to the sea : both the fighting and
the merchant navies—the two are interdependent—are in
competition. At the Washington Conference in 1921
England abandoned her traditional position as the greatest
naval Power and was obliged to accept equality with
America with a good grace. The resentment of her people
can well be imagined.
There is keen competition all over the world. It is
frequently the subject of controversy across the Atlantic,
when compliments are exchanged. Lloyd George has
already raised the question several times, and Kenworthy
has talked of the possibility of war and has drawn attention
to the state of affairs.
England's pro-American policy.
England, however, realizes the folly of war with America,
and has not hesitated, since the Great War, to turn pro-
American, or, rather, to humour America almost to the
extent of kow-towing to her. This attitude was first adopted by
the Liberal Cabinet of Lloyd George, and has been the key-
note of the foreign policy of those of Baldwin and Macdonald.
It "is not difficult to see the motive behind this volte-face.
The Great War can be regarded as marking the climax of
British prosperity, and to restore her falling fortunes
England may have thought it wise on the economic side to
endeavour to act the part of America's broker, and on the
naval side to join with her to control the Seven Seas. She
realizes that she has no hope of defeating America in war.
For one thing, she would be compelled to abandon Canada
and would lose completely her foothold on the American
Continent. That alone would be a severe blow at the start.
If, in addition, her sea communications were cut by the
American navy, dependent as she is on supplies from abroad,
her very existence would be threatened. That is the reason
why she kow-towed before America and resigned herself
to the pangs of disillusionment in surrendering her position
as the leading naval Power.

